
The Salvation Offered in Christ - Part 3 
 
 
Introduction:  How does one become a Christian?  Because of the accumulation of human ideas and 
traditions through the centuries, one can receive many confusing and conflicting answers to this question. 
But we want to go back behind all tradition to the first century and examine what the original converts were 
told under the preaching of Christ and the apostles.  We can depend on their word.  This lesson examines 
in more detail the steps which people took as they responded to God's offer of grace during the apostolic 
period. 
 
 
1. The first century converts believed in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. 
 

A. Faith came by hearing the gospel - Romans 10:17. 
 

B. Faith was commanded in the gospel - Acts 16:31; Mark 16:15, 16. 
 

C. Belief in the resurrection of Christ was the cornerstone of the faith of early Christians - 
Romans 10:9; Colossians 2:12. 

 
D. Faith availed only when it was expressed in action - Galatians 5:6; James 2:14-26. 

 
 
2. The first century converts repented of their sins - Acts 17:30; 2:38.  Repentance involved three 

things: 
 

A. Sorrow for sin - 2 Corinthians 7:9, 10. 
 

B. Determination to stop sinning - Luke 15:17-19; 19:8, 9. 
 

C. Doing well in place of evil - Matthew 3:8; Revelation 2:5; Matthew 21:28-31. 
 
 
3. These early converts confessed their faith before others. 
 

A. They confessed that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; or in other words that Jesus is 
Lord - Matthew 16:16; Romans 10:9. 

 
B. Confession showed that a person was ready for baptism. 

 
C. One who is willing to confess Christ publicly shows that he is not ashamed to follow Christ 

- Romans 10:9,10;  1 Timothy 6:12,13;  Matthew 10:32;  Mark 8:38.  Compare this to a 
marriage ceremony where bride and groom publicly acknowledge each other. 

 
 
4. The first century converts were baptized.   
 

A. Who were baptized?  In the time of the apostles, only those old enough to choose 
between good and evil, to believe, and to repent of sins were baptized.  Small children 
have no sin because they do not know good and evil and are not judged. 

 
1) Scripture does not support the idea that children inherit the guilt of sin from Adam 

or their parents.  We receive physical death because of Adam's sin, because we 
all sinned representatively in Eden in our ancestor, Adam - Romans 5; 12.  But 
apart from physical death, we do not inherit any other guilt or judgment from 
Adam or our parents.  We are judged for our own sins once we reach 
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accountable age.  Scripture plainly says the son shall not bear the guilt of the 
father - Ezekiel 18:20.  We are baptized for the forgiveness of our own sins.  
Since small children have no personal sins, they do not need baptism. 

 
There are a few scriptures in the Old Testament, such as Psalm 51:5;  58:3;  Job 
14:4;  15:14, that would seem to say that a person is born a sinner.  While we 
may be born with a tendency to sin as members of a fallen race, these scriptures 
do not indicate that we are born with personal guilt.  And it is not possible to base 
doctrine on poetic language such as that in Job and Psalms.  Many poetic 
statements in these books were never intended to be taken literally.  For instance, 
Psalm 58:3 says the wicked speak lies from birth, obviously not a literal statement 
but a poetic overstatement to make a point.  Psalm 114:4 says "The Mountains 
skipped like rams, the hills like lambs."  This is clearly a poetic figure of speech 
intended to express extreme joy.  In the same way a person expressing extreme 
shame and guilt might say, "I was born in sin," or "I have gone astray from birth," 
without meaning it literally.  Dramatic, poetic statements are no foundation for 
theology.  Beliefs must be based on clear, calm, adequate statements of the mind 
of God.  And God has clearly stated that the child shall not bear the father's guilt - 
Ezekiel 18:20. 

 
Sometimes the statement in Ephesians 2:3 that we "were by nature the children 
of wrath" is used as evidence of infant guilt.  But a fallen nature is not the same 
as personal sin or personal guilt.  A child of less than accountable age is not held 
guilty for his actions, and certainly not for the actions of his ancestors.  And the 
word "nature" here can be understood in the sense of character, or of what we 
had become, rather than what we were by birth. 

 
2) Jesus received little children and blessed them without baptizing them (though he 

commanded older people to be baptized) - Matthew 19:13-15.  The very young 
can have fellowship with Jesus without baptism because they have no sin.  Of 
little children, Jesus said, "Of such is the kingdom of heaven."  Little children are 
already worthy of the kingdom without baptism. 

 
3) In the first century church there is no example of infant baptism.  Infant baptism 

did not become popular until several centuries later with the rise of the doctrine of 
original sin. Those who were baptized in scripture were old enough to hear the 
gospel, believe, repent of sins, and choose to be baptized - John 1:12;  Mark 
16:15,16;  Acts 18:8;  Hebrews 11:6;  Acts 8:12;  2:36-28;  22:16.  A small child 
cannot do these things.  There is no power for salvation in the mere water of 
baptism.  Baptism avails as an expression of faith in Christ - 1 Peter 3:21, 22; 
Colossians 2:12.  Some suppose that infants were included in the households 
baptized in the book of Acts.  But no such statement is made, and the people of 
the households mentioned were old enough to fear God, hear his word, believe, 
speak in tongues, rejoice in their salvation, and devote themselves to the service 
of the Lord - Acts 10:2,33,44-48;  16:33,34;  1 Corinthians 1:16;  16:15.  Though 
there were probably infants and small children in these households, it is obvious 
from these statements that the writer was only thinking of those of accountable 
age. 

 
4) Jeremiah prophesied that all people within the New Covenant would know the 

Lord - Jeremiah 31:31-34.  Therefore people should be old enough to learn of 
God in the gospel before they enter the New Covenant of Christ.  Infants cannot 
do this. 
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B. Why were people baptized? 
 
1) Reasons given in scripture: 

 
a. To be forgiven of sins - Acts 2:38. 
b. To be saved - 1 Peter 3:21; Mark 16:15, 16. 
c. To get into Christ - Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3, 4. 
d. To receive the Holy Spirit - Acts 2:38; 5:32. 
e. To be in the likeness of Christ's death, burial, and resurrection - Romans 

6:3-5; Colossians 2:12. 
f. To wash away our sins - Acts 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21. 
g. To appeal to God for a clear conscience - 1 Peter 3; 21. 
h. To enter the kingdom of heaven - John 3:5; compare Titus 3:5. 
I. To obey Christ - Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16; Matthew 3:14, 15. 

 
2) In the first century, people were baptized in the name of Jesus (or stated more 

fully, in the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit) - Acts 8:16; 2:38; 
Matthew 28:19, 20.  One who was baptized in some other name needed to be re-
baptized - Acts 19:1-7. 

 
C. How were people baptized? 

 
1) There is no record of sprinkling or pouring for baptism in the time of the apostles. 

But after their time, gradually people started to substitute sprinkling or pouring, 
first in the case of people too sick for immersion.  The practice grew after infant 
baptism became popular about 400 A.D. 

 
2) In the Greek of the New Testament, the word baptisma (baptism) means 

immersion and baptizo (baptize) means to dip.  Literally people who were 
commanded to be baptized were commanded to be immersed. 

 
3) The history of the early church shows conclusively that the apostolic form of 

baptism was immersion.  The first person in history known to have been baptized 
by sprinkling was Novatian, about 250 A.D. 

 
4) Converts in scripture "went down into the water" and "came up out of the water," 

a process that would have been useless and troublesome if baptism were by 
sprinkling or pouring - Mark 1:9, 10; Acts 8:38, 39. 

 
5) The baptism of John required "much water" - John 3:23. 

 
6) Baptism was a picture of burial of the dead, and only immersion could symbolize 

a burial - Romans 6:3-5. 
 
 
5. In the New Testament, persons whose previous baptism was defective were told to be re-baptized 

- Acts 19:1-5. 
 
 
6. When a Christian sinned, how was he forgiven? 
 

A. He was to repent of his sin - Acts 8:22a; Revelation 2:5. 
 

B. He was to confess his sin to God and to any persons affected - 1 John 1:9; James 5:16. 
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C. He was to pray for forgiveness - Matthew 6:9, 12; Acts 8:22b. 

 
 
7. Scripture says that those who were saved were added by the Lord to the church - Acts 2:41, 47; 2 

Timothy 2:19.  The church is the saved - Acts 20:28. 
 
 
Conclusion:  The Lord has not changed.  If any person is willing to express his faith in the simple steps 
outlined in the gospel as seen in scripture, Christ will certainly save that person and add him or her to the 
church. 
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