
The Salvation Offered in Christ (Part 2) 
 
 
Introduction:  We have studied how that every sinner is worthy of death, how that man has nothing by 
which to redeem his life, and how the sinless Christ suffered in our place, giving his life as a ransom to 
redeem our lost lives and provide a way out for us.  Now we are ready to study how God wants men and 
women to respond to the salvation offered by God. 
 
 
1. God's provision and our response in salvation. 
 

There are some things God has done to make our salvation possible.  There are some things that 
we must do to respond to God's offer of salvation.  The one word that sums up God's provision is 
grace.  The one word that sums up our response is faith - Ephesians 2:8, 9.  But here is a more 
detailed analysis: 

 
What God Has Done to Save People 

 
1.  Love - John 3:16 
2.  Grace - Ephesians 2:8, 9 
3.  Sent Jesus - Galatians 4:4, 5; Romans 5:6-8 
4.  Sent the gospel - Matthew 28:19, 20; Mark 16:15, 16; Romans 1:16, 17 

 
What a Person Must Do to Accept Salvation 

 
1.  Believe in Jesus - Mark 16:15, 16; Acts 16:31; Romans 10:10 
2.  Repent of sins - Acts 2:38 
3.  Confess Christ - Romans 10:9, 10 
4.  Be baptized - Acts 2:38; Mark 16:15, 16 
5.  Serve Jesus faithfully - Revelation 2:10 

 
The power of salvation is in God's grace.  God saves people.  People do not save themselves 
apart from God's grace - Ephesians 2:8, 9.  But in a smaller sense a person does save himself 
when he accepts and obeys the gospel (good news) of God's grace, because he puts himself in a 
position to be saved by God's grace and power - Philippians 2:12,13;  Acts 2:40.  However there is 
never any ground for boasting - Ephesians 2:8, 9; Romans 3:27.  The power is God's, not ours. 

 
An illustration:  A person was weak from hunger.  His friend sent a message, “Come to my house 
and eat all you want!"  Because he believed the message and promise, the hungry man went and 
was fed.  He saved himself from starvation by going.  But the power that saved him was not within 
himself.  It was in his friend.  More correctly, he was saved by his friend.  And the food was given 
freely - the hungry man had not earned it.  This is grace. 

 
Some teachers emphasize greatly what God has done to save us, but do not emphasize man's 
response.  The great reformer John Calvin taught that everything is done by God, and that man 
does not have even the ability to choose or trust God.  He believed God saves us without our 
choice or consent - that he chose before the world began who would be saved and lost.  But the 
scriptures indicate that every person will be saved or lost because he has of his own free will 
accepted or rejected God's offer of grace - Mark 16:15,16;  Revelation 22:16.  God is sovereign 
but he does not force anyone to believe or to sin.  He made us as real persons in his image with 
freedom to choose. 

 
There are others, like traditional Catholicism and various legalists, who place the emphasis on the 
value of man's actions in obtaining salvation.  They believe there is saving power in man's works 
themselves.  Thus a person can cancel out certain amounts of punishment for sin by making a 
trip, offering money, praying so many repetitive prayers, or getting certain things right.  This 



 

 

2 

means salvation is through the merit of the acts rather than in the free grace of Christ.  Legalists 
give lip-service to the importance of Christ's atonement, but really trust in their own performance 
or perfect commandment-keeping for salvation.  This contradicts scripture - Romans 3:20. 

 
 
2. The relationships of faith and works (action). 
 

True faith is always based on the word of God - Romans 10:17.  In salvation, we do not trust in 
our own power or deeds, but we trust in our Savior Jesus who died for us and arose from the 
dead. 

 
Paul and James wrote about faith and works from different perspectives.  Paul writes, "a man is 
not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Christ Jesus...." - Galatians 2:16 RSV.  
James writes, "a man is justified by works and not by faith alone" - James 2:14-26 RSV.  Is there 
a contradiction?  No, because each is talking about a different kind of works.   

 
Paul is speaking about works of legal merit by which a person tries to earn his own salvation apart 
from any trust in Christ.  James is talking about the actions necessary to express genuine faith in 
Christ.  Paul speaks of works without faith, James speaks of works of faith.  Paul is writing to 
people who wanted to save themselves without Christ.  James is writing to those who have 
believed in Christ but need to act like it in order to show that they really have believed.  And Paul 
agrees with James that faith has its expression in obedience - Galatians 5:6; Romans 1:5; 16:26; 
1 Thessalonians 1:3.  Those who believe in Jesus will genuinely try to do his will.  If a person 
refuses Christ's will deliberately, he has no saving faith in Christ. 

 
Baptism is an illustration.  Because of the different ideas about faith and works, baptism has been 
a controversial subject since the Reformation.  Some teach that baptism has nothing to do with 
salvation, and that a person is saved by believing in his heart apart from any outward action.  This 
is because of an over-reaction to the Catholic error of works salvation.  It seems to these teachers 
that requiring baptism for salvation would make salvation a matter of "works."  But reaction to 
something often carries us to an opposite extreme. While Paul condemned any effort at salvation 
by works apart from faith in Christ, he and James clearly taught that there is a place within faith-
salvation for necessary expressions of faith by action.  That is what baptism does, according to 
the scriptures.  Along with oral confession of faith, baptism is the response prescribed by Jesus 
for expressing our faith in the One who can save us.  The believer in Christ knows already that 
nothing he could do would merit him salvation.  He knows himself as a helpless sinner.  He trusts 
the blood of Christ, not the merit of his baptismal act itself.  In baptism he is appealing for grace.  
He is acknowledging the failure of his own performance. 

 
The first century Church, long before the theological extremes of the medieval church and the 
reformation, certainly understood baptism as an essential part of one's faith-response to the 
gospel.  This is clear from early church history as well as scripture.  Jesus said, "Whoever 
believes and is baptized will be saved" - Mark 16:16.  Compare Acts 2:38; 22:16; Romans 6:3; 
Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21.  When we truly believe, we want to obey Christ's word.  In our 
illustration of the hungry man, he went to his friend's home to receive food.  Had he refused to go, 
he would have starved.  His trip to the house in no way earned the food - it was a free gift.  His trip 
was merely the necessary expression of his faith in his friend's promise.  In 2 Kings 5, Naaman 
was healed of leprosy after he dipped seven times in Jordan.  There is no way that dipping in 
Jordan could as a work earn such a healing.  But it was the necessary, God-prescribed 
expression of faith in God's promise of mercy.  So also we express our faith in Christ's atonement 
by being baptized.  If we refuse baptism, we have not fully believed.  Our baptism itself is an act of 
believing.  And our belief is in Christ=s atonement, not in our works. 

 
These same principles can be applied to anything God commands us to do as Christians.  We 
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can never be correct enough nor obedient enough to deserve salvation.  Yet if our faith in Christ is 
real, we will do our best to obey whatever he has commanded. 
  

 
Conclusion:  A careful study of scripture will enable us to understand both what God has done in his grace 
and what God expects of man in response, without neglecting either. 
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