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Luke 6:12-13



What is an “Apostle”? (1)
• The Greek word (apostolos) means “one who is sent”

• Implies being sent with authority to act on another’s behalf

• So Jesus’ apostles were sent by Him to act on His behalf

• Lk 9:1-2 – “And he called the twelve together & gave them 
power & authority over all demons & to cure diseases, & 
he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God & to 
heal.” 

• I.e., the apostles were to do what Jesus Himself had been 
doing, doing so “in His name” (by His authority)



What is an “Apostle”? (2)
• “Apostles” were also “disciples” (v. 13). A “disciple” = a follower & 

learner. (Remember: There were more than 12 who followed Jesus)

• Apostles were a special group of disciples who were to be eye-
witnesses to Jesus’ death & resurrection (Acts 1:8, 21-22)

• Later they became the “foundation” of the church (Eph 2:20, Rev 
21:14)

• Guided by the Holy Spirit in their proclamation of Jesus (Jn 14:25-26)

• No wonder Jesus prayed all night before selecting them! (Lk 6:12)



Luke 6:14-16



Observations (1)
• Simon/Peter – “Peter” (Rock) = a nickname given by 

Jesus

• There are 4 lists of the apostles in NT (Mt10, Mk 3, 
Acts 1), & Peter is always listed first. 

• Suggests he was probably the leader of the group

• Judas Iscariot, “who became a traitor,” always listed 
last, for obvious reasons



Observations (2)
• Some names vary in different lists, probably indicating some had 2 

names:
• Bartholomew probably = Nathanael

• Matthew = Levi

• Judas, son of James = Thaddeus

• “Simon the Zealot” – probably a member of the radical Jewish group 
who promoted the overthrow of Rome

• Interesting that Jesus had both a Zealot & a Tax Collector among the 
12; normally, would be mortal enemies, since most T.C.s were 
Roman sympathizers. A testimony to the unifying power of Jesus, 
& a foreshadowing of the church



Don’t Forget Matthias!
• Chosen by lot to replace Judas (Acts 1); there was at least one other 

candidate (Joseph Barsabbas Justus)

• When other apostles died (e.g., James in Acts 12), not replaced

• Matthias is never mentioned again in NT

• Suggests his appointment was partially symbolic – to keep the 
number of apostles at 12

• The “12” apostles symbolized Jesus’ establishment of a “New Israel,” 
with its “12 Patriarchs”

• Rev 21 mentions the 12 apostles along with the 12 tribes of Israel, 
confirming this interpretation



“Apostles” Today??
• Some wear that title, but usually give it to themselves 

as a way of claiming authority

•According to Acts 1:21-22 & 1 Cor 9, apostleship 
required being an eye-witness of Jesus’ 
resurrection

•Not possible today, so neither is modern-day apostleship

•We should be careful about bestowing or adopting titles 
apart from their biblical meaning; somewhat 
presumptuous



“What happened to the apostles?”
• In most cases, the NT doesn’t say

• We know what happened to:
• Judas – hung himself after betraying Jesus (Matt 27, Acts 1)
• Peter – crucified for preaching Christ (John 21)
• James (brother of John) – beheaded (Acts 12)
• John – lived to be a very old man in Ephesus (John 21 & Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History)

• There are many legends about the others; some may be true, but no way to 
know:
• Thomas – evangelized in India
• Andrew – preached in what is now Russia & Ukraine
• Matthew – preached in Ethiopia
• Most are believed to have been martyred, several crucified

• However they died, they carried out their mission!              


