
 

WORKS OF THE CHURCH – PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS 
 
INTRO: As we continue to study the works of the church, we center our focus now on 
the individual member.  Critical to the proper functioning of the body is that each 
member experiences growth and is provided with everything necessary to fulfill his role.  
This furnishing lays the foundation for the works we’ll study in the weeks to come. 
 
I. The focus is on the individual member. 

a)  Eph 4:12 The goal is for every Christian to be completely furnished or 
equipped. 

b)  1 Pet 2:5, Eph 2:19-22 Each member is a stone that has a place and role in 
the spiritual building of God. 

c)  1 Cor 12:18, Rom 12:3, Col 2:18-19 God is focused on each member in the 
congregation. 

d)  Eph 4:11-13 The furnishing of each member works toward a common goal.   
 

II. God is faithful to provide the furnishing. 
a) Ex 4:10-12, Josh 1:5, 9, Jer 1:5-8 God furnished Moses, Joshua and 

Jeremiah  
with what they needed to fulfill His will, but they had to be willing to accept it. 

b) 2Pet 1:4, Heb 13:5 God has made the promise to provide the same for the 
church. 

c) 2 Tim 3:16-17, Jn 1:14, Col 2:9-10 Our furnishing is provided through Christ 
and the word. 

d) Eph 4:15-16, Gal 4:19 As we’re being furnished, we’ll take on the form of 
Christ. 

 
III. Each member has different needs, talents and roles. 

a)  1Cor 12:27-30, Rom 12:4-8, Eph 4:11-12 God set up different roles in the 
early church so the body can function properly. 

b)  1Cor 12:14-22 Despite our tendencies to place more importance on specific 
roles, every member is needed and provides value to the body. 

c)  1Pet 4:10-11 Fulfilling our roles in the body speaks to our stewardship and 
gives  

a. glory to God. 
d)  Mt 25:14-15, 1Cor 12:23-24 God has provided each of us with different 

talents and abilities, thus our needs will be different.  Our needs, and therefore 
our areas of focus, can be spoken of in terms of our roles or spiritual maturity 
2Tim 4:2-5, 1Cor 8:7-9, 1Pet 2:2. 

 
IV. Each member needs to be challenged. 

a) Mt 19:20 The rich, young ruler asked the right questions. 



b) 1Tim 4:6, Phil 3:12-16 As we grow and attain, we must focus on that which 
we lack. 

c) Rev 3:15-18 The Laodiceans thought they had need of nothing, but the Lord 
identified that they lacked many things. 

d) Mk 10:21, Lk 10:42 It could be one thing that keeps us from being completely 
furnished. 

e) Js 1:12, 1Pet 1:6-8 Our furnishing will not be completed without our faith 
being tested.  Therefore, we must endure. 

f) 2 Cor 13:5 We must constantly be examining and proving ourselves to ensure 
we’re committed to being completely furnished. 

 
CONC: As the body has need of all of its parts, the church needs every one of its 
members to fulfill his role.  And it’s clear that we should have a collective goal of every 
member working and growing to become completely furnished. 
 


