
                                                Is The Bible Inspired? 

 

 

The Bible says “always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you 

to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence; (1 Peter 

3:15) Can we tell people why we believe the Bible to be the inspired Word of God? If the 

Bible is not from God, we have no hope. Our faith rests on the inspiration of the 

scriptures. We don’t have to convince everyone we meet but we should be able to give 

logical reasons for why we believe the Bible is God’s Word.  

First, let’s determine what it means for something to be inspired by God. The 

word inspiration is from the Greek word “theopneustos” meaning God breathed. This 

basically means that God influenced the minds of the Old and New Testament writers, 

causing them to write down the very words and amount of words intended by God. God 

influenced the human writers using the Holy Spirit. The apostle John wrote; "But the 

Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all 

things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you. "I have many more things to 

say to you, but you cannot bear them now. "But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He 

will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever 

He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come (John 14:26;16:12, 

13). 

There is strong evidence to support the inspiration of the Bible. The evidence will 

support that the writers wrote exactly what God wanted them to write, without errors or 

mistakes. These men wrote the meaning God wanted yet used their own words. 

(Thompson, A.P) There is no silver bullet (single proof) that proves inspiration. 

However, evidence needs to be shown to prove that the Bible is inspired. In this paper I 



propose that there is substantial evidence to show that the Bible is in fact inspired by 

God. There are numerous prophecies and amazing unity found within the pages of the 

Bible. It will be these two areas of evidence in which I wish to support the fact that the 

Bible is the inspired word of God.  

 Predictive prophecy is probably the greatest evidence of divine inspiration. 

(Turner, 12). We can know a prophecy is authentic if it happens at the proper time, with 

specificity, and accuracy. (Turner, 12) Deuteronomy 18:22 says” When a prophet speaks 

in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing 

which the Lord has not spoken The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not 

be afraid of him.” Prophets that predict accurately 100% of the time must be from God. 

Isaiah 53 predicts characteristics of the life of Christ. It was written more than 700 years 

before the birth of Jesus. “Who has believed our message (v.1)?” The Jews did not 

believe in Jesus and rejected Him as the Messiah. He was described as a man rejected and 

sorrowful. The picture given is one of a man who has been pierced through, beaten, 

bruised, and crushed by the sins of the world. He is difficult to look at. Yet the man does 

not speak up and defend himself. He leaves this world with no children to pass on his 

name. “And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he 

had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. “Because He had done no 

violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.  

There are hundreds of fulfilled prophecies concerning Jesus. In the Old Testament 

it was predicted where Christ would be born and how he would die. These are details that 

mortals have no control over. It was predicted that He was to be the seed of woman. 

(Genesis 3:15, Matthew 1:18, 23) Christ was to be born of a virgin. (Matthew 1:18-23; 



Luke 2:7) To be born in Bethlehem. (Micah 5:2 Matthew 1:23). Jesus was to be 

introduced by John the Baptist. (Isaiah 40:3, Matthew 3:1-3; Luke 1:17; 3:1-6) 

  He was to work many miracles (Isaiah 35, Matthew 8; Luke 7:18-23)  

  He would be betrayed by a friend (Psalm 41:9 Isaiah 13:18-21; 18:1-3)  

It was even predicted that He would be betrayed for 30 pieces of silver. (Zechariah 11:12, 

Matthew 26:15) Another specific prophecy was fulfilled when the money was given to 

buy the potter’s field. (Zechariah 11:13, Matthew 27:7) It was known that Jesus would be 

crucified on the cross. (Isaiah 25:10, Psalm 22:16) His garments were to be taken as they 

cast lots over his belongings. (Psalm 27:18, Matthew 27:35) It was predicted that He 

would be pierced after He died. (Zechariah 12:10, John 19:34-37) The fact that no bones 

would be broken was foretold.  (Exodus 12:46, Psalms 34:20, John 19:33-36) Jesus was 

to be with the wicked at His death and buried with the rich. (Isaiah 53:9, John 19:38-42) 

   Ezekiel predicted the fall of the coastal city of Tyre. Now in the eleventh year, on 

the first of the month, the word of the LORD came to me saying, "Son of man, because 

Tyre has said concerning Jerusalem, 'Aha, the gateway of the peoples is broken; it has 

opened to me. I shall be filled, now that she is laid waste,' therefore thus says the Lord 

GOD, 'Behold, I am against you, O Tyre, and I will bring up many nations against you, as 

the sea brings up its waves. 'They will destroy the walls of Tyre and break down her 

towers; and I will scrape her debris from her and make her a bare rock. 'She will be a 

place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea, for I have spoken,' declares the 

Lord God, 'and she will become spoil for the nations (Ezekiel 26:1-5).” History shows us 

that the prophecies were fulfilled to the detail. After the destruction of Jerusalem and the 

carrying away of her king Zedekiah into captivity, "Nebuchadnezzar took all Palestine 
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and Syria and the cities on the seacoast, including Tyre, which fell after a siege of 13 

years (573 B.C.)" (E. A. Wallis Budge, Babylonian Life And History, p. 50). The 

inhabitants of Tyre fled to a rocky island half a mile offshore. The walls on the landward 

side of the island were 150 feet high. "The channel between Tyre and the mainland was 

over twenty feet deep, and frequently lashed by violent south-west winds. Their 

fortifications, they believed, would resist the strongest battering-ram yet devised. The 

city-walls stood sheer above the sea: how could any army without ships scale them? 

Shore based artillery was useless at such a range." (Peter Green, Alexander of Macedon, 

p. 248). On his way towards Egypt, Alexander the Great (356-323 BC) led his 

Macedonian troops to victory at Sidon and then continued south towards Tyre. Tyrians 

denied his wish to sacrifice at the shrine of Heracles inside the city. They would not let 

him into the city." ((David Chandler, 41) Butt,AP)). The Tyrians killed Alexander's 

ambassadors and threw their bodies from the top of the walls into the sea. This angered 

Alexander and his troops. Alexander decided to build a land bridge from the mainland to 

the island. The bridge was said to have been at least 200 feet wide. It was built from 

stones and timber from the old city of Tyre on the mainland. This was the fulfillment of 

Ezekiel's prophecy. “They will plunder your wealth and loot your merchandise; they will 

break down your walls and demolish your fine houses and throw your stones, timber and 

rubble into the sea (Ezekiel. 26:12)”. For a while the Tyrians laughed at Alexander's 

bridge. They allegedly rowed boats across the channel and verbally harassed the 

Macedonians. The Tyrians ignited a barge and drove it into the first anchored structure on 

the land bridge. The towers on the structure caught fire and many of Alexander's men 

died. Alexander gave orders for the structure to be widened and more protective towers 
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be built. Alexander was able to get ships from Greek allies, Sidon and Cyprus. They 

formed a blockade around Tyre. When the bridge was within artillery range of Tyre, 

Alexander brought up stone throwers and light catapults, protected by archers and 

slingers. Over 7,000 Tyrians died in the defense of their island.  Only 400 Macedonians 

were killed in the assault. The seven month siege lasted from January to July 332 B.C. 

"The great city over which Hiram had once held was destroyed. Two thousand men of 

military age were crucified. Then Alexander went up into the temple, ripped the golden 

cords from the image of the god which was renamed Apollo Philalexander. Alexander 

made a long sacrifice. This was probably the most costly blood-offering Melkart had 

received. ((Green, 262) Butt, AP)) 

One historian wrote, 

 "Alexander did far more against Tyre than Shalmaneser or Nebuchadnezzar had done. 

Not content with crushing her, he took care that she never should revive; for he founded 

Alexandria as her substitute, and changed forever the track of the commerce of the 

world." (Edward Creasy, Fifteen Decisive Battles of the World, ch. 4). 

(http://www.padfield.com/1994/tyre.html) 

The fall of Babylon was also predicted with great detail and precision. Isaiah 

51:11 says “"Sharpen the arrows, take up the shields! The Lord has stirred up the kings of 

the Medes, because his purpose is to destroy Babylon. The Lord will take vengeance, 

vengeance for his temple.” Isaiah 50:38 adds “A drought on her waters, and they will be 

dried up! For it is a land of idols, And they are mad over fearsome idols.” Isaiah 51:36-39 

details the destruction of Babylon. “Therefore thus says the Lord, 



 "Behold, I am going to plead your case And exact full vengeance for you; 

  And I will dry up her sea And make her fountain dry.  "Babylon will become a heap of 

ruins, a haunt of jackals, An object of horror and hissing, without inhabitants. "They will 

roar together like young lions, They will growl like lions' cubs. "When they become 

heated up, I will serve them their banquet And make them drunk, that they may become 

jubilant And may sleep a perpetual sleep And not wake up," declares the LORD. History 

tells us that the king of the Medes had his troops divert the river that flowed under the 

city of Babylon. During a drunken party, the Medes invaded through the path of the river. 

Another evidence for Biblical inspiration is the unity of the Bible. The scriptures 

are supportive of one another.  

     The Bible was written in three different languages by more than forty men 

from different backgrounds, over a period of about 1,500 years. (Jividen, 19) The 

span of years was approximately 1500 B.C. to approximately A.D. 100). They 

covered topics as diverse as eschatology, soteriology, theology, psychology, 

geography, history, medicine, and others (Thompson).” 

 

Most of the Bible writers worked independently, and did not meet another biblical 

writer. Their occupations ranged from Shepard, fisherman, herdsman, physician, tax 

collector, lawyer, Pharisee/tentmaker, and other professions as well. Obviously these men 

were extremely diverse and yet still produced a book with a unified theme from 

beginning to end. The books of 1 and 2 Chronicles and 1 and 2 Kings overlap one another 

in many historical events. Joshua 1 verifies Deuteronomy 34. Judges 1:1 verifies Joshua 



24:27-33. Jeremiah 52:31-34 verifies 2 Kings 25:25, 27-30. Ezra 1 verifies 2 Chronicles 

36:22-23. Daniel refers to Jeremiah (Daniel 9:2), and Ezekiel refers to Daniel (Ezekiel 

28:3). And so on. Wayne Jackson wrote concerning the amazing unity of the scriptures 

from cover to cover. 

                 The redemptive thread that runs through the Scriptures is wonderfully 

illustrated by a comparison between Genesis and Revelation, the first and last 

books of the holy canon. In Genesis the origin of the heavens and Earth is 

revealed (1:1), while in Revelation the consummation of earthly affairs is 

effected, and the old order is replaced by a “new heaven and earth” (i.e., heaven 

itself), spiritual in nature.... Man, who was originally perfect, but who fell into sin 

(Genesis 3:6), is, by virtue of his obedience, granted the opportunity to become 

perfect again (Revelation 7:14; 22:14). All of this is made possible, of course, by 

the seed of woman (Genesis 3:15), the offspring of David (Revelation 22:16), 

who, as a consequence of his sacrifice (Genesis 4:4), became an enthroned Lamb 

(Revelation 21:4). Thus, the sorrow of Eden (Genesis 3:16) will be transformed 

into the joy of heaven (Revelation 21:4), and that tree of life, from which our 

early parents were separated (Genesis 3:22-24), will be our glad possession once 

more (Revelation 22:14) [1991, 11:1] 

 

In Genesis, there is the record of man’s purity and covenant relationship with 

God, followed by its fall into sin. A specific family line (the Hebrew nation) was chosen 

to provide a cure for sin (Genesis 12:1ff.; 22:18). Man needed to learn what sin was. The 

books of Exodus through Deuteronomy detail the giving of the law of God to Moses. 



The historical books of the Old Testament showed mankind’s inability to keep perfectly 

God’s law system (Galatians 3:10). They would need a Justifier. Someone needed to do 

for man what he could not do for himself. The prophets of the Old Testament predicted 

the coming of that Savior (Luke 24:44) 

The books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John are carefully written accounts of 

the birth, life, death, and resurrection of the Son of God (John 20:30-31). Each 

emphasized different parts of Christ’s ministry in order to relate the “good news” to Jews 

or Gentiles. Matthew’s ministry was primarily aimed at the Jewish nation. Mark stressed 

the works of Jesus. Luke wrote to Gentiles. John’s primary purpose in writing was to 

produce faith. The book of Acts was written to convey the means by which mankind was 

to appropriate God’s saving grace. It is a historical record that instructs a person on how 

to become a Christian. It also teaches about how the church of Christ was established in 

Jerusalem, and how that same church flourished throughout the Roman Empire of the 

first century. The epistles that follow the book of Acts in the English Bible were 

directions to individuals and churches on how to obtain, and maintain, spiritual maturity. 

Finally, the book of Revelation predicted (in symbolic fashion) the ultimate triumph of 

good over evil—acknowledging that Christians would win, and Satan would lose. To the 

careful reader, the unity of both theme and plan in the Bible are apparent.  

 The preponderance of fulfilled Bible prophecies with its amazing unity prove 

beyond reason of doubt the God inspired the Bible. All prophecies have been accurate 

and no author goes against the holy theme and unified teaching within its pages.  

-- Mike Lerro and Gary C. Hampton 

 


