
WORKS OF THE CHURCH – THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY 

INTRO: As we seek to be completely furnished and as we grow in the grace and 
knowledge of our Lord, we learn that we must be willing servants to our brethren and 
to our fellow man.  There are those inside and outside the church that are in need, and 
we have command and example authorizing us to meet both spiritual and physical 
needs, within reason.  In the process, we show the world the light that is in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

I. Benevolence to those outside the church. 
a) Gal 6:9-10, 1Thes 5:15 Christians need to do good, not evil, to those 

outside the church. 
b) Lk 10:30-35, Mk 8:1-3 The church should have compassion on those who 

are truly in need. 
c)  Mt 10:42 Even the smallest acts of kindness are not overlooked by the 

Lord. 
d)  2 Jn 10-11 Christians are not authorized to provide assistance to those who 

teach false doctrines. 
 

II. Benevolence to those within the church. 
a) Gal 6:9-10 The church must stand prepared to come to the aid of its 

members. 
b) 1Tim 5:8 We often refer to the physical family in this passage, but certainly 

the application can be made within the church.  What will be said of us if we 
don’t provide assistance for our brothers and sisters who are in need – 1Jn 
3:16-19? 

c) Acts 2:44-45, 4:32-35 The early church sets a wonderful example for 
showing kindness and meeting the needs of the brethren. 

d) Acts 11:27-30 When congregations heard of a need in the church in other 
cities, they were quick to respond. 

e) 2Cor 8:1-5 Our outreach to the brethren sometimes requires great sacrifice, 
Mk 12:41-44. 

f) Lk 15:11-32 We have to be careful not to provide assistance to bail out 
those who regularly make bad decisions. 

 

III. Evangelism and Outreach 
a) Mt 28:18-20, Mk 16:15-16 One of the works of ministry for the church is 

to take the gospel into the world – we’ve been given the ministry of 
reconciliation (2 Cor 5:18). 

b) 1Cor 9:6-14 Paul by inspiration of the Holy Spirit established the principle 
that those who preach the gospel have a right to be supported for that 
purpose. 

c) Phil 1:3-5, 4:15-16, 2Cor 11:7-9 Congregational support of evangelism 
efforts was encouraged in the early church. 



d) Mt 9:35-38 When compassion leads us to a benevolent outreach, we should 
see an opportunity to teach Christ also. 

 

IV. Through the work of ministry, we are to be a light to the world 
a) Mt 5:14-16 Our good works set an example before men and glorify the Father. 
b) Mt 23:5 The scribes and Pharisees did their works to be seen of men.  That 

should not be the motivation of the church. 
c)  Rom 12:2 We can’t use being a light to the world as a reason to conform to 

the world. 
d)  Mk 6:39-44, 2:1-5 There are many ways we can serve and be pleasing to the 

Lord. 
 

CONC: We have many examples of the early church fulfilling its charge in the work of 
ministry.  They were diligent to tend to the needs of the body as well as looking for 
opportunity to serve those outside the church with physical provision, when 
appropriate, and with the gospel of Christ to the saving of their soul.  Let us be diligent 
to follow their example and the example of our Lord. 
 


