
The Work of the Church - Part 1 
 
 
Introduction:  The church, as the body of Christ on earth, carries out the work that the head directs.  It is 
the work of salvation for which Christ came and died.  The church's work as seen in scripture can be 
divided into four parts:  worshiping God, preaching the gospel to the lost, teaching and building up 
Christians, and helping the poor and troubled.  In this lesson we will consider the first three. 
 
 
1. Worshiping God - John 4:24; Hebrews 13:15; 10:25.  Expressions of Christian worship were 

studied in our last section. 
 
 
2. Preaching the gospel to the lost - Matthew 28:18-20; Mark 16:15, 16; Luke 24:47; 2 Corinthians 

5:18-21. 
 

A. The gospel is God's power of salvation - Romans 1:16, 17; 1 Corinthians 1:21. 
 

B. The church is entrusted with the work of supporting and spreading the gospel - 1 Timothy 
3:15; 1 Thessalonians 1:8. 

 
C. We can spread the gospel in many practical ways, such as building facilities, preaching 

publicly, teaching in homes, literature, radio, TV, Internet, tapes, starting new 
congregations, training workers, etc. 

 
D. The church is to support preachers (evangelists) who are worthy, so that they can give 

their whole time to the gospel - 2 Timothy 2:2-6;  1 Corinthians 9;  Galatians 6:6;  Luke 
10:1-12. 

 
E. The church is not to neglect preaching and teaching in favor of benevolent work - Acts 

6:1-6. 
 

F. Christians must be united and lead holy lives if the gospel is to be believed - Matthew 
5:16; John 17:20, 21; Philippians 2:14, 15; Romans 2:21-24; Titus 2:1-5. 

 
G. For the gospel to really spread, every Christian must share his faith with others - 1 Peter 

3:15; Acts 8:4. 
 
 
3. Teaching building up Christians: 
 

A. The great commission commands us to teach those whom we have baptized so that they 
can obey Christ in everything - Matthew 28:20. 

 
B. New Christians are compared to newborn babies who must be fed first with the "milk" of 

the word and then with more solid food, until they mature into the likeness of Christ - 1 
Peter 2:2; Hebrews 5:12-14; 6:1-3; 2 Peter 3:18; Ephesians 4:11-16. 

 
C. This work can be accomplished by special studies for new converts in addition to regular 

services, by frequent visits, conferences and small group studies, by guiding the new 
convert into his own systematic study and prayer, and by involving him or her in suitable 
forms of Christian work and service as soon as possible - 2 Timothy 4:2; Titus 2:14; 3:1, 
8, 14. 

 
D. If we concentrate only on making converts without providing for their feeding and care to 

maturity, we guarantee the spiritual death of most. 
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E. When they founded a congregation, the apostles stayed with it long enough to establish 

the converts in Christ's teaching, or revisited it soon, or sent teachers there who were able 
to teach the church - Acts 18:1,11;  19:9,10;  20:17,31;  14:21-25;  15:36;  1 Timothy 1:3;  
Titus 1:5. 

 
F. Some Christians are to be trained for church leadership - 2 Timothy 2:2; 1 Timothy 3:1-

13. 
 
 
Continued in Part 2, Lesson 11 
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