
“IF I HAD ONLY KNOWN….” 
Carl B. Garner 

 

There are plenty of reasons for us to regret our actions—or our inactions. Often things happen 

that could have been avoided if we had only known what the results might be. Several years ago 

in another state, a terrible accident took place. A drunk driver caused the deaths of twenty-seven 

children in a school bus. We can only imagine the sorrow that resulted for the friends and the 

families of those children. All that was left for them was to ponder what accomplishments could 

have been reached by their sons/daughters. 

Drunk drivers have been the cause of many similar accidents, and the evils of alcohol are 

well known by all, including both those who imbibe and those who passionately oppose their sale 

and consumption. But another element arose in this incident that deserves our consideration. 

The drunk driver was heartbroken, but his remorse was too little and too late. His friends 

were very concerned about their friend’s actions, but in a TV interview, one of those friends 

made the following comment: “If I had only known this would happen…if I thought Larry could 

have killed all those children, I would have hog-tied him and never let him get in that truck…if 

only I had known.” No doubt his words came from an honest, grieving heart, but they offered no 

comfort for the parents whose children’s lives were brought to a tragic end.  

After-the-fact of an accident is too late to make sure your brakes or your tires are in good 

condition, good working order; and after the deaths of those twenty-seven children was too late 

to provide any comfort at all. Such sad words are these: “too late.” Did those friends know of his 

appetite for beer, and did they know of his poor judgment on that subject? The words, “If only I 

had known” are hollow indeed. But they are too often stated because friends don’t want to 

intervene in the lives of others. In this case, the friendliest move for them would have been to just 

“hog-tie Larry, and never let him get in that truck.” 

How many things would we change in our lives if we could know what the consequences 

for our actions would be? No, his friends could not have known this accident would take place, 

but they did know what can happen when a drunk driver gets behind the wheel of a motor vehicle. 

If we could fathom the future, what changes would we make as parents, as Christians? 

• Would we be more careful in teaching our own children the word of God? 

• Would we be more willing to be good examples for our children, our neighbors, our 

friends and our brethren? 

• Would we be more willing, more determined to warn others of the need to be ready for 

the judgment of God? 

• Would we be more concerned and diligent to discover what the Bible says about our 

ethics, our moral codes, and the “wages of sin”? See Romans 6:23 and 2 Peter 2:15. 

Larry’s friends were just as filled with grief as anyone could be, but their concern about 

Larry’s drinking and driving habits came too late. Those words may have soothed their 

conscience, but it did not and could not bring those children back to their grieving parents and 

families. 

I wonder how we will feel if those with whom we associate fail to “obey the gospel,” 

partly because we waited too late or failed to tell them. How sad to hear a neighbor say on that 

judgment day, “…if only I had known what the Bible teaches I would have become a Christian, 

but you didn’t tell me.”  



Let us learn from this tragedy that happened far from here but had consequences so clear 

and so tragically familiar. Paul wrote to his beloved brethren in Ephesians 5:15-16: “See then that 

ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.”  

Yes, if we could only know what tomorrow holds, we might be more diligent as 

Christians. The truth is, there is and there will be no comfort at all in the words, “If only I had 

known.” Let’s get busy now—before it’s too late! 

 


