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 The book of Genesis could well be summarized in three passages: Genesis 3:15, 

22:18, and 49:10. Through process of elimination, these three Messianic prophecies offer 

insight into God’s eternal plan to redeem mankind through the Christ. The first of these 

three prophecies reveals that Messiah’s entrance into the world would be by way of the 

seed of woman (Gen. 3:15; Is. 7:14; Mt. 1:22-23). The second, Genesis 22:18, reveals 

more specifically that Christ would come through the line of Abraham. The third 

prophecy, Genesis 49:10, gives us even more information about the Christ. Nearing the 

end of his life, Abraham’s grandson (c.f. Gen. 22:18), Jacob, called his 12 sons to him 

and revealed what the future would hold for each of them. It is in this setting that we find 

the blessing pronounced to Judah in Genesis 49:8-10. 

 

“Judah, thou are he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in 

the neck of thine enemies; thy father’s children shall bow down before 

thee. Judah is a lion’s whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he 

stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse 

him up? The scepter shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 

between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of 

the people be.” 

 

In verse 8 Jacob emphasized the leadership role that Judah would take over his 

brothers and his enemies. On numerous occasions Judah had established himself as a 

leader among his brethren (Gen. 43:3-10, 44:16-34; 46:28). That trend would continue 

with their descendants (Num. 1, Judges 1:1-2, 3:9). In verse 9 Judah is praised for his 

courage and character. He is described as “a lion’s whelp” which is a mature young lion 

that faces his prey with strength and vigor. Within Judah and his descendants would be 

found strength, wisdom, and leadership (c.f. 2 Sam. 5:1-5; Ps. 18:40).  

Jacob continued his prophecy by stating, “The scepter shall not depart from 

Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet…” (Gen. 49:10). The term “scepter” refers 

to a ruler’s staff. It is a representation of a king’s power and authority. In 1 Samuel 8:5 

God’s people said, “Give us a king.” Though this was not what God wanted, He allowed 

it to be so (1 Sam. 8:7-9). Israel’s first king was a man from the tribe of Benjamin named 

Saul, who reigned for 40 years (Acts 13:21). But, because of his disrespect for God and 

His will, God would ultimately remove Saul and replace him a man from the line of 

Judah, named David (Mt. 1:1, Acts 13:22, 1 Sam. 16:1-13). Descendants of Judah would 

continue to hold kingly authority “until Shiloh come.”  

Though there has been much debate as to it’s meaning, we can say with surety 

that “Shiloh” is a direct reference to Christ. The term means, “Bringer of peace.” Jehovah 

promised David that after his death, He would raise up a king from his seed, and establish 

his kingdom forever (2 Sam. 7:11-16). Isaiah wrote of Christ and called Him “The Prince 

of Peace” and said,  

 

“Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon 

the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it 



with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 

the Lord of hosts will perform this” (Is. 9:6-7).  

 

The angel Gabriel informed Mary that Jehovah would give the throne of His father 

David, to Jesus (Lk. 1:32-33). When Jacob said that “Shiloh” would come, He was 

referring to Jesus and His reign as king over His kingdom. He completed his statement by 

saying, “unto Him shall the gathering of the people be.” The term “gathering” is a 

Hebrew term that denotes obedience. Daniel 7:14 says that to Christ was given 

“dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages should 

serve him.” Christ’s kingdom is not limited to a certain group of individuals. It is 

universal in scope. He died so that He might reconcile both Jew and Gentile to God in 

one body, which is the church—His kingdom (Eph. 2:16).  

Of Christ the writer of Hebrews said, “For it is evident that our Lord sprang out of 

Judah.” (Heb. 7:14). Revelation 5:5 reveals Jesus as “The Lion of the tribe of Judah, the 

root of David.” Jesus the Christ, the descant of Judah and bringer of peace, was 

resurrected from the grave and raised to sit on His throne as King (Acts 2:29-36). This is 

the fulfillment of the prophetic utterance that bubbled forth from Jacob in Genesis 49:10.  


