
 The First Century Church - The Work of the Church (PART 2) 
 
 
Introduction:  In Part 1 we studied the work of the church in worshiping God, preaching to the lost, and teaching 
and building up Christians.  Here we want to study one other part of the church's work, helping the poor and 
troubled.  What principles did the early church follow in benevolent work? 
 
 
1. Benevolence is an important work of the church. 
 

A. It is strongly commanded - James 1:27; 2:15-17; Galatians 6:10; Hebrews 13:2, 3, 16; 1 John 
3:17, 18. 

 
B. It was an outstanding feature of the early church from the very beginning - Acts 2:44, 45; 4:33-

37; 6:1-6; 11:27-30; Romans 15:25-27. 
 

C. It will affect our eternal destiny - Matthew 25:31-46. 
 

D. Works of charity support the gospel by exhibiting in action the love we preach - Matthew 5:16. 
 

E. Benevolence promotes Christian unity when properly practiced - Romans 15:26, 27, 31; 2 
Corinthians 9:12-14; Acts 2:44-46. 

 
F. Benevolent work is justified on the grounds of love and mercy and is not to be tolerated only 

as a method of evangelism. 
 
 
2. However, benevolent work is never to displace the church's chief works of evangelism and teaching - 

Acts 6:1-6. 
 
 
3. Scriptural principles and examples for practicing benevolent work: 
 

A. Christians should practice benevolence personally as well as through the church treasury - 
Acts 9:36, 39; Galatians 6:10. 

 
B. Local churches should help their own poor as far as possible, but other local churches may 

voluntarily cooperate in sending aid to churches who have a need beyond their own power - 
Acts 11:27-30;  Romans 15:25-27. 

 
C. The early church enrolled qualified widows for regular help, and these widows probably 

worked in various kinds of service - 1 Timothy 5:3-16. 
 

D. The church can help both believers and non-believers, but where there must be a choice, 
believers are to be preferred - Galatians 6:10. 

 
E. The church is not to help a person who is unwilling to help himself - 2 Thessalonians 3:10-12. 

 
F. The church is not to be burdened with helping those who have relatives who can help them - 1 

Timothy 5:3, 4,8,16. 
 

G. Deacons are responsible for distributing aid from the church to those in need - Acts 6:1-6. 
 
 
Conclusion: Wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there will always be compassion and liberality toward those in 
need. 
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