
Consider the Context 
 

Context, The Key To Understanding 
 

 To truly understand any statement, it must be considered in light of the context.  For 

instance, in Luke 10:37, Jesus said, "Go and do likewise."  Without viewing the surrounding 

verses, what would you do to obey Jesus?  We do not know and cannot know without further 

information being supplied.  It is only by going to Luke 10 and reading the verses before and 

after that we come to realize that Jesus wants us to love our neighbor by being merciful to him 

when we see him in need.  Clearly, the context of a statement plays a vital role in our 

understanding.  Additionally, Jesus’ understanding of “neighbor” is found in his answer to the 

lawyer’s question, “Who is my neighbor?”  It includes even one’s enemies and involves all those 

who are in need. 

 

 The context is made up of three parts:  the specific statement itself; the immediate 

context, which includes the verses immediately before and after; and the remote context, which 

would include all that is said in the whole Bible about the thing being considered.  To fully 

understand a passage within its context, it is good to ask a series of questions, which will be 

briefly stated here and then discussed in more detail later in our study.   

 

 1.  One needs to ask who is writing the passage.   

 

 2.  It must be determined to whom the passage is being written.  Not every word in the 

Bible is intended for every person.  For instance, the command to build an ark of gopher wood 

was given exclusively to Noah.  Thus, we should seek to realize what the message meant to the 

one to whom it was first directed.   

 

 3.  It is good to find out when a passage was written.   

 

 4.  The author’s purpose in writing will often help in one’s understanding.   

 

 5.  It is good to discover the circumstances at the time of the writing, or that led to the 

writing.  There may be historical and cultural influences that would lead to a fuller 

comprehension.   

 

 6.  One needs to note the type of literature which is being used to convey the thought.  

Poetry is not the same as prose.   

 

 It has been truly said, "A text out of its context is simply a pretext."  Let us study a few 

examples and try to understand some statements by letting the context speak. 

 

The Context Of "Let Your Women Keep Silent" 
 

 In 1 Corinthians 14:34 Paul wrote:  "Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they 

are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says."  By reading 

verses 19, 23 and 25, we learn that "the churches" would be the assemblies.  After reading the 



entire chapter, one reaches the conclusion that these instructions involved the use of spiritual 

gifts in the assembly.  Women are not permitted to lead in public worship (1 Timothy 2:8-12).  

Paul thus suggests that they should remain silent while the spiritual gifts were being used.   

 

 Verse 35 causes us to think that some women were interrupting their husbands as they 

prophesied, and were disrupting the peace of the assembly by asking them questions about their 

prophecy before it was completed.  Thus women, and particularly wives, were forbidden to 

interrupt a prophecy in progress.  Note the other men who also had a prophecy had to wait to 

speak too (verse 30). 

 

What Does "Believe On The Lord Jesus Christ" Involve? 
 

 After the Philippian jailer asked, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?", Paul and Silas said: 

"Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household"  (Acts 16:30-

31).  The context reveals that they taught him the word of the Lord, he washed their stripes 

(which is an evident sign of repentance), and he was baptized immediately, along with his 

family.  In verse 34, the American Standard Version correctly records, "And he brought them up 

into his house, and set food before them, and rejoiced greatly, with all his house, having believed 

in God."  Clearly, "belief" in God involves hearing the truth and being baptized.  That is further 

proven by Galatians 3:26-27.  The faith of verse 26 was necessary for one to remain in a proper 

relationship as a child of God.  However, that faithful relationship began in the fashion described 

in verse 27.  "For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 

 

The Sin Unto Death 
 

 "If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall 

give him life for them that sin not unto death.  There is a sin unto death:  I do not say that he 

shall pray for it" (1 John 5:16).  One might well ask what this passage means.  In verses 13-15, 

John had been talking about the obedient Christian and the great confidence he should have in 

the power of prayer.  If we ask in accord with the Lord's will we are sure to receive a good 

answer to our request.  Verse 16 is first an example of a prayer that will be answered.  If we see a 

brother sin a sin not unto death, we can pray for him and he will receive eternal life through 

forgiveness.   

 

 However, there is a sin unto death that will not be forgiven if prayed for by another 

brother who has seen it.  In 1:8, John had said that all Christians sin.  In 1:9, he indicated God is 

ready to forgive our sins when we confess them.  Denial of our sins causes us to call God a liar 

and his word not be in us (1:10).  Evidently, the sin which is unto death is one we will not 

confess.  We can—in fact, we must (James 5:16)—pray for our brothers who confess their sins.  

We may pray for the brother who has sinned and will not confess; but God will not forgive him 

unless he confesses. 

 

The Resurrection of the Dead 
 

 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 particularly describes the resurrection of the righteous.  It tells 

us the dead in Christ will first be raised, and then the living will be caught up with them to meet 



the Lord in the air.  Premillennialists would suggest these resurrections are separated by from 3 

to 7 1/2 years.   Further, they would say the resurrection of the good and evil dead is at different 

times.  The remote context will not allow such a position.  2 Thessalonians 1:7-10 tells us the 

wicked will be punished at the Lord's return when the Lord is glorified in his saints.  John 5:28-

29 says both good and bad will come forth in the same hour. 

 

"Do You Love Me More Than These?" 
 

 In John 21:15 Jesus asks:  "Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?"  In 

the immediate context, we have both a large catch of fish provided by a miracle of Jesus after a 

long unfruitful night of fishing, and we also have Peter's fellow disciples (1-14).  Which of 

"these" does the Lord intend to refer to?  Why not both?  It may have reminded Peter of another 

time when the Lord had him cast out his nets after a fruitless night, and how the Lord said he 

would be a fisher of men (Luke 5:1-11).  Jesus may have been asking if Peter would continue to 

forsake his nets for him.  Likely it would also remind him of his confident boast, and his denial 

that followed (Matthew 26:31-33, 69-75).  Now, he does not brag with such confidence but 

expresses a genuine love. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Questions 
 

  I.  Fill in the blank:  Write the correct verses in the blank that go with the examples of context. 

 

                 1. Belief involves obedience in baptism. 

 

                 2. Unconfessed sin will be a sin unto death. 

 

                 3. The use of spiritual gifts in the assembly were not to be interrupted by the Christian  

          women or men. 

 

                 4. Simon Peter was asked if he loved the Lord. 

 

                 5. The good and bad will be raised at the same time. 

 

 II.  Brief Answer:  Answer these questions with short brief statements. 

 

      1. Name the three different parts of the context. 

 

 

 

 

 

      2. What did belief involve for the jailor and his household? 

 

 

 

 

 

      3. What sins does a Christian pray for when praying for a brother? 

 

 

 

 

 

      4. What sins can we pray for but not receive a positive response from the Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 

      5. What part of context would be used to show that the wicked will be raised at the same time  

 as the faithful? 

 

 

 



      6. What could Jesus have meant when he asked Peter if he loved him more than "these"? 

 

 

 

 

 

      7. What verse states that baptism is an expression of faith by putting on the Lord? 

 

 

 

 

 

      8. 1 Timothy 2:8-14 states what? 

 

 

 

 

 

      9. What does the immediate context involve? 

 

 

 

 

 

     10. What does the remote context involve? 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  Challenge:  Try to answer this question for your own study. 

       

      Explain Ezekiel 37:15-17 

 


