
 The Importance of Our Study 
 

The Problem 
 

 The Bible is currently being attacked from numerous directions.  It is relatively easy for 

most Christians to identify the fallacies in the arguments set forth by atheists.  Few will find their 

faith overwhelmed because of them.  However, a much larger number will not even recognize 

the danger in statements made by some who profess to believe in God and wish to express a 

desire to pursue his will.  For instance, there are those who would try to explain the role of 

women in the leadership and public worship of the church by saying Paul's words were directed 

to people living in a different culture and cannot be applied in the same way in our culture. 

 

 At first glance, there seems to be some validity to such a point.  After all, the customs of 

a first century city containing a temple to the goddess Aphrodite would be quite different from 

the towns and cities in which most of us live.  Surely, we might say, God would expect us to 

recognize those old rules were not meant for our time.  However, a closer examination of Paul's 

statements will reveal that he is arguing from principles God laid down in the very creation of 

the world!   

 

 Additionally, there are those who are proposing that we need a new hermeneutic to 

properly understand God’s word.  “The main interest of those espousing the new hermeneutic 

within the churches of Christ is destroying the effectiveness of the old hermeneutic.  There is 

special interest in attacking the use of command, example and necessary inference” (Dave 

Miller, Piloting the Strait, Pulaski, TN: Sain Publications, 1996, p. 114).  Specific attacks on the 

old hermeneutic often begin with the charge that it relies too heavily upon human reasoning.  Of 

course, even those following the new hermeneutic use reason to help them understand the Bible.  

As Miller observes, the most important thing is to be sure such reasoning is sound, or correct (p. 

115).   

 

 Further, “The ‘new hermeneutic’ is rooted in subjectivity and relativism in its approach to 

Scripture.  It seeks to give man more say in his religious pursuits, while attributing such 

subjective inclination to the Holy Spirit” (p. 117).  The birth of these types of ideas may have 

come because of a number of different factors.  Among them is the fact that the majority of 

institutions of higher education do not believe there is any such thing as logically certain truth.  

Instead, truth is viewed as being in a constant state of flux (p. 124).  The weakness within such 

thinking can be found in numbers of passages which demonstrate that God delivered a law and 

expected man to keep it.  For instance, our Lord said, “If you love Me, keep My 

commandments” (John 14:15  Note:  This and all future quotations from scripture will be from 

the NKJV unless otherwise noted.).  John told early Christians, “For this is the love of God, that 

we keep His commandments.  And His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).  Other 

passages clearly underscore God’s expectation that man would obey him (1 Samuel 15:22; 

Ecclesiastes 12:13; Romans 6:16; Hebrews 5:9). 

 

 Obviously, we need to spend some time learning how to view the various passages of 

God's word with the ultimate goal of discovering more fully his will for our lives.  For this 



reason, we will spend the next several lessons in the study of Biblical interpretation, or 

hermeneutics. 

 

Some Important Definitions 
 

 D. R. Dungan, in his book Hermeneutics, defines his subject as "the science of 

interpretation."  Unfortunately, many today are proposing each should read scripture and ask 

only, "What does this mean to me in my circumstances at this moment in time."  They would 

even suggest the answer to such a question is provided by the Holy Spirit without any further 

effort on our part to delve more deeply into the words God used and message he set forth.  The 

truth of the matter is that God used his Spirit to reveal the mind of God to man and guide him 

into all truth. 

 

But as it is written:  "Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into the 

heart of man The things which God has prepared for those who love Him."  But 

God has revealed them to us through His Spirit.  For the Spirit searches all things, 

yes, the deep things of God.  For what man knows the things of a man except the 

spirit of the man which is in him?  Even so no one knows the things of God 

except the Spirit of God  (1 Corinthians 2:9-11). 

 

Jesus told his disciples they were not ready to receive all of his instructions at the time he walked 

on the earth.  "However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; 

for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will 

tell you things to come" (John 16:12-13). 

 

 So, those who would actively seek out God's will for their lives must become interested 

in philology and exegesis.  This is true because one who is interested in philology is a lover of 

words and is dedicated to the study of them.  An exegete is one who tries to draw out of a text all 

that the writer put into it.  Our purpose will be to learn to effectively practice the science of 

interpretation, the study of the words God used and learn to draw everything out of a given 

passage that God placed there for us. 

 

Our Purpose Expressed By Other Truth Lovers 
 

 We live in a time when it seems many have turned their backs on the will of God. Like 

ancient Jerusalem, it seems the protective walls have been torn down and God's people stand in 

jeopardy.  We can take a lesson from Ezra, who, along with Nehemiah, sought to restore the 

walls of the city and return to a proper worship of the true God.  It is time for those who would 

truly be God's people to, like Ezra, prepare their hearts to seek his law, do it and teach others to 

do the same (Ezra 7:10).   

 

 Some things remain hidden, or secret; but those things which are revealed are uncovered 

so that man can do God's will (Deuteronomy 29:29).  Scripture is not the product of man's 

imagination, but is God's spoken word as revealed by the Holy Ghost (2 Peter 1:21; 2 Timothy 

3:16-17).  To understand this revealed will, man must “be diligent to present yourself approve to 

God,” which would involve much more than sitting down to a desk (2 Timothy 2:15).  We 



should especially notice the careful, respectful attention given to the study of God's word during 

Nehemiah's and Ezra's day (Nehemiah 8:1-8).  David describes (Psalm 1:1-2) the blessed man as 

one who meditates on the law of God day and night. 

 

The Importance Of Knowing And Obeying God's Will 

 

 The importance of knowing and obeying God's will is vividly portrayed in Abraham's 

conversation with the rich man in Luke 16.  After realizing there was nothing that could be done 

to ease his own torment, the rich man asked that Lazarus be sent back to earth to warn his five 

brothers lest they join him in torment.  Abraham told him, "They have Moses and the prophets; 

let them hear them".  The rich man evidently did not think they would pay attention to the 

written word, but did think they would heed the words of one returned from the dead.  Abraham 

said, "If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise 

from the dead" (Luke 16:19-31, esp. 27-31).  Friends, we must learn to get out of a passage all 

that God put into it so that we do not join the rich man in eternal suffering.  God speaks to us 

only through his word. 

 

 A proper interpretation of the Bible could heal the divisions in the religious world.  The 

Sadducees did not believe in the resurrection.  They tried to place Jesus on the horns of a 

dilemma by telling of a woman who had married a man and then each of his six brethren, after 

her previous husband died.  They asked Jesus whose wife she would be after the resurrection.  

Jesus answered by saying, "You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God"  

(Matthew 22:23-29).  The ridiculous nature of their question would have been obvious to them 

had they been better Bible students. 

 

 Of course, a proper understanding of the Bible is absolutely necessary for my salvation.  

"Without faith it is impossible to please God" (Hebrews 11:6).  Faith comes by hearing the word 

of God (Romans 10:17).  It is the truth that must be known if a man would be set free (John 

8:32).  Truth is found in God's word (John 17:17).  Writers like John wrote that we might know 

we have eternal life, and Peter assured his readers that if they developed the virtues he had listed 

they would never fall (1 John 5:13; 2 Peter 1:10).  Plainly, we need to learn how to better 

understand God's word. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Questions 
  

 I.  FILL IN THE BLANK:  Write the correct answer in the blank to the left that 

     most nearly fits the statement or question. 

 

                 1.  Who set his heart on seeking the law of the Lord?   

 

                 2.  What is one called who loves the study of words? 

 

                 3.  Abraham told the rich man that his brethren would not hear one risen from the  

                    if they would not hear Moses and the prophets. 

 

                 4.  Jesus accused the Sadducees of not knowing the scriptures nor the _______ of 

God. 

 

                                   5.  A                       of the Bible is necessary for my salvation. 

 

 II.  TRUE-FALSE:  If the statement is true circle "T"; if the statement is false circle "F". 

 

  T F  1.  An exegete is one who tries to understand words. 

  T F  2.  Truth is found in God's word. 

  T F  3.  The Sadducees believed in the resurrection. 

  T F  4.  Most scripture is the product of man's imagination. 

  T F  5.  The importance of knowing and obeying God's will can be seen in Luke 16. 

  T F  6.  God speaks to man only through his word. 

  T F  7.  John wrote that we might know we have eternal life. 

  T F  8.  Peter told his readers that virtues were not important to man's salvation. 

  T F  9.  If things are revealed, then we do not have to study. 

  T F 10.  Moses said, "They have Abraham and the prophets." 

 

III.  MATCHING:  Match the verse with correct statement. 

 

            1.  We cannot please God without faith.                                  Romans 10:17 

   

            2.  Truth is in God's word.                                                       John 17:17 

 

            3.  Hearing the word comes before faith.                                     Psalms 1:1-2 

 

            4.  Truth will set man free.                                                      Hebrews 11:6 

 

            5.  A man is blessed who meditates on the law of God day and night.  John 8:32 

 

 

 

 

 



 IV.  CHALLENGE QUESTIONS:  Answer these if you would like.  These are bonus and will 

not count against your graded section.  They are provided for you in order to help you make 

conclusions on the lesson material. 

 

      1.  If the Bible came from God, and only in the Bible will one find the truth and freedom, 

what is my responsibility to God's word? 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

      2.  If the Bible has all of God's revealed word, what should be my attitude toward so-called 

creeds, manuals, and other religious writings that seek to impose standards contrary to God's 

word? 

 


