
The Christian Woman - Homemaking, Hospitality, Housekeeping 
 
 

 

Part 1:  Making a Good Home 

 
 
The material for this evening’s lecture comes from two main sources.  A book titled, Creative Hospitality 

by Bruce Rowlison and A Woman After God’s Own Heart by Elizabeth George. 

 
I. Here are some ideas that Elizabeth George says need to be done in order to build up your home. 
 

A. Create The Atmosphere. 
 
 
 

B. Build a Refuge. 
 
 
 

C. Avoid the negatives. 
 
 
 
II. Questions about Homemaking 
 

A. What are some of the most important skills required of a good homemaker? 
 
 
 

B. What are some of the main obstacles to good homemaking?  1Corinthians 14:33, 40. 
 
 
 

C. What are some things a woman can put in her home which will remind everyone of Christ 
and His truths? 

 
 
 

 Part Two:  Hospitality 

 
 
I. Hospitality is mentioned several times in scripture. 
 

A. Acts 16:13-15 - On the Sabbath we went outside the city gate to the river, where we 
expected to find a place of prayer.  We sat down and began to speak to the women who 
had gathered there.  One of those listening was a woman named Lydia, a dealer in purple 
cloth from the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of God.  The Lord opened her heart 
to respond to Paul’s message.  When she and the members of her household were 

baptized, she invited us to her home.  “If you consider me a believer in the Lord,” She 
said, “come and stay at my house.”  And she persuaded us. 

 
B. Matthew 25:35-36 -- For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 

and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me. 
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C. Romans 12:13 -- Share with God’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 

  
D. Romans 16:23 -- Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church here enjoy, sends you 

his greetings.  Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, and our brother Quartus 

send you their greetings.  
 

E. 1 Timothy 5:9-10 -- No widow may be put on the list of widows unless she is over sixty, 
has been faithful to her husband, and is well known for her good deeds, such as bringing 
up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the saints, helping those in trouble 
and devoting herself to all kinds of good deeds. 

 
F. 1 Peter 4:9 -- Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 

 
G. 3 John 8 -- We ought therefore to show hospitality to such men so that we may work 

together for the truth. 
 
 
II. Hospitality is a function of homemaking and is commanded in the Bible. 
 

A. Romans 12:13 says, “Share with God’s people who need help.  Bring strangers in need 

into your homes.” 

 
B. Who is the stranger? 

 
C. Hospitality goes much deeper than your home and should be practiced outside the home 

as well. 
 

1. What are ways that a church may not be practicing hospitality like they should? 
 

2. Let’s try to remember these things and begin practicing hospitality in a richer way 

in our churches. 
 
 
III. What is hospitality like? 
 

A. An open door where they take you in. 
 

B. A place where you are listened to and not put down. 
 

C. A hospice where there is shelter. 
 

D. The holy of holies where Christ is shared. 
 

E. A couch where reality checks take place. 
 

F. A party where people celebrate. 
 

G. A home where you can be yourself. 
 

H. A bench at the park where you can reflect and reminisce. 
 
I. A camp where you are cared for and the people there give themselves to you. 
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J. A little nook where you can live without fear and experience community. 
 
 
IV. Questions to ask ourselves: 
 

A. The people who demonstrated hospitality to me are? 
 

B. What are some things that people have done that have communicated hospitality to you? 
 
C. Henri Nouwen describes hospitality as creating free and friendly space for people.  Would 

you agree with this and how do we do it? 
 
 
V. Biblical Models of Hospitality 
 

A. God himself is the greatest example of hospitality.  Psalm 23 
 

B. Jesus gave significant examples of hospitality through His teaching.  Luke 14 
 

C. Mary and Martha combined to provide a significant, satisfying hospitality. 
 
 
VI. Modern Models of Hospitality 
 

A. Our children’s friends.  Karen Mains in her book Open Heart, Open Home describes 

great opportunities for ministry by being hospitable to her children’s friends. 

 
B. Parent’s relationship with their children. 

 
C. What are some more examples of hospitality? 

 
 
VII. Watch out for these barriers in reaching out to others. 
 

A. Unwillingness to be a servant. 
 

B. It feels so comfortable in the church. 
 

C. Distrust of the visitor. 
 

D. Bigger and Better. 
 

E. The plush pad. 
 

What are your barriers to practicing hospitality? 
 
 
VIII. The effects of hospitality are numerous. 
 

A. In earlier times there were no hotels so people put each other up for the night. 
 

B. Many of these people were sick, thus hospitals were born. 
 
C. Many churches in this world that began in someone’s living room. 
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D. Others 

 
 
IX. Here are some helpful hints in practicing hospitality. 
 

A. Keep it simple. 
 

B. Let your friends participate in the meal preparation or providing of food. 
 

C. Set hospitality goals for yourself. 
 

D. Do as much of the preparation the day and night before. 
 

E. Remember to bless your guests as they enter and leave your house. 
 
 
 
See Handout:  Household hints for the homemaker. 
 
Helpful websites:   
http://www.christian-homemaking.com/ 
http://www.wivesofexcellence.freeservers.com/ 
http://ourworld.cs.com/_ht_a/eclong22564/id103.htm 
http://www.frugalhomemaker.com/ 
http://www.christianhomekeeper.com/home.html 
http://www.creativehomemaking.com/ 
http://www.newhomemaker.com/ 
http://www.frugalitynetwork.com/ 
http://www.miserlymoms.com/ 
http://www.myhouseandgarden.com/ 
http://www.athomemothers.com 
 
Note:  SHBI does not necessarily endorse the entire content of these web sites.  Measure anything in 
them by the word of God. 
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